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VOLUNTEERISM - What’s In It For ME?
By Tere Mayne, President

More than you would ever guess. In the words of Jim Gibbons,
president and CEO of Goodwill Industries International, “T will
bet you get back more than you feel you ever gave. Volunteerism
is as much for the volunteer as it is for the recipient of the
volunteer service.” As you know, the Texas Ski Council along
with your club could not exist without the work done by
volunteers. By getting involved, volunteers can experience
measurable health and social benefits as well as provide a greater
sense of self-worth, trust and lots of fun. This type of fulfillment
and reward is not often taken into consideration when thinking
about volunteering.

One benefit of volunteering is that it will connect you to other
people. Volunteering allows you to connect to your club and make
it better for you and others. Dedicating your time as a volunteer
helps you make new friends, expand your network, and boost your
social skills. One of the best ways to make new friends and
strengthen existing relationships is to commit to a shared activity
together. While some people are naturally outgoing, others are shy
and have a hard time meeting new people. Volunteering gives you
the opportunity to practice and develop your social skills, since
you are meeting regularly with a group of people with common
interests. Once you have momentum, it’s easier to branch out and
make more friends and contacts.

Another advantage to volunteering is it provides many benefits to
both mental and physical health; it’s good for your mind and
body. Getting involved in your ski club or council can provide a
healthy boost to your self-confidence, self-esteem, and life
satisfaction. Your role can give you a sense of pride in the work
you accomplish. And the better you feel about yourself, the more
likely you are to have a positive view of your life and future goals.
Volunteering to working within the club or council is good for
you health at any age, but especial as we age. Studies have found
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that those who volunteer have
a lower mortality rate than
those who do not, even when
considering factors like the
health of the participants.
Volunteering has also been
shown to lessen symptoms of
chronic pain or heart disease.
Ever thought about advancing
your career? Volunteering
gives you the opportunity to
practice important skills used
in the workplace, such as
teamwork, communication,
problem solving, project planning, task management, and
organization. You might feel more comfortable stretching your
wings at work once you’ve honed these skills in a volunteer
position first. Just because volunteer work is unpaid does not
mean the skills you learn are basic. Volunteering can also help
you build upon skills you already have and use them to benefit
our clubs and the Texas Ski Council.

In my opinion, I feel the best reason of all to get involved
within your club or council is because it is FUN! Yes there is
work that goes along with that fun, but I wouldn’t trade my
time I have spent working on the TSC board for any amount of
money. | personally have learned new skills, made friends all
over the state, traveled the world checking out ski resorts and
other destination and had so much fun doing it all that I'm
surprised someone didn’t make me pay for it. Oh, I guess I did
pay for it with my time, but I got so much more back than what
I put in and so will you.

So the next time someone asks you to serve on the board of
your club or the council, say YES! I know it can be hard to find
the time with our busy lives, but the benefits of volunteering
are enormous for both you and those you serve. I guarantee you
will get more out of the job than you ever put into it and have
fun at the same time. Try it; you are going to like it!
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Marketing News - Read All About It!

By Gary Roth

It’s that time of the year again, no
not ski season, time to plan the
trips for next year. Bids started to
arrive shortly after the New Year
and kept coming in until early
February. This is not a one person
job, it takes a team and I had great
people helping:

Rollo Gurss, Texas Twisters Ski & Adventure Club
Brenda Herman, Armadillo Ski Club

Kerry Huffstutler, Los Amigos Ski Club

Gary Mohr, Clear Lake Ski Club

Debbie Rima, Lone Star Skiers & Adventure Club
e Mary Wine, Texas Ski Rangers

A big Thank You to the Pre-Select Committee.

So here are the trips that will be presented at the Ski Bidfest
Meeting in San Antonio:

Traditional (mid January):
e  Beaver Creek, Ski.com
e Beaver Creek, Winter Ski & Sports
e Lake Louise, Ski Canada Holidays
e  Whistler, Sports America

Winter Shootout (early to mid February):
e Breckenridge, Winter Ski & Sports
e Fernie Alpine British Columbia, Sports
America
e  Mammoth, Holidaze
e  Winter Park, Ski.com
e  Winter Park, Skigroup.net
Final Showdown (early to mid March):
e Breckenridge, Sports America
e  Mammoth, Holidaze
e  Mt. Bachelor, Ski Alpine Experience
e  Winter Park, Ski.com
Winter Expedition:
e Cortina, D’ Ampezzo, Italy, Ski.com
e Madonna di Campiglio, Italy, Holidaze
e  Madesimo, Italy, Ski.com
Summer Expedition:
China, Alpine Adventures
Discover Tuscany, Collette
Greece & the Greek Isles, Ski.com
Maine, Applecore Sports
New Zealand, Active Adventures

You will not want to miss these presentations. And we
really want your input for the selected destinations, so
register for Bidfest now!

TSC Traditional - Park City, Utah Report

January 4-11, 2014

By Linda Raymer, VP Traditional

We came, we skied, we partied! Park City Rocked! In January,
235 TSC members converged on the Park City Area. Nine clubs;
Austin, St Bernard, Clear Lake, Space City , Capital, Los
Amigos, Lone Star, Armadillo, and Twisters arrived Saturday and
another Lone Star contingency came in on Tuesday. Mother
Nature did throw a few folks a loop, but they we not to be
deterred for long. Who thought about the weather havoc on the
East Coast delivering such trouble to Texans trying to go west?

Snow concerns were vanished by the talented Park City, Deer
Valley & Canyons snow making and grooming teams who kept
us on the hill and smiling! The snow began falling Tuesday
night and kept delighting us with fresh powder!

M = W ] % 15! R

We began the week together at the Legacy Lodge for our
welcome party. Our catering staff really outdid themselves
with a fabulous assortment of appetizers and snacks. To make
things more adventurous, Park City offered free rides on the
Alpine Coaster. Lots of folks arrived at the party with exciting
stories and red faces, adrenalin pumping. Park City donated
tons of door prizes and it was fun to see so many folks walking
away with their prizes. At the end of the Welcome Party we
collectively chanted “Let it snow”, AND IT DID, bringing
about 12” of fresh powder through the week!

Tuesday, those who stayed in the Park City area enjoyed a
lively happy hour at Baja Cantina. Nothing like taking a bunch
of Texans to a Mexican restaurant in Utah!

T T

Lone Star
Skiers on
Race Day

BT

Capital Skiers @ Baja Cantina
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Wednesday the NASTAR course was open for practice. It must
have helped, because a lot of medals were earned on race day!

During the week we experienced three mountains and some
folks even ventured to Alta and Snow Basis. Others chose to
tour into Salt Lake City to enjoy Temple Square. A popular non
ski activity was catching the action on Main Street in Park City.

Thursday was race day at Park City, at the top of Blanche.
Weather and snow conditions were very favorable for racing.
Eighty three folks participated in the newly formatted race
structure. Again, we gathered at Baja Cantina for some apres
revelry.

The race awards ceremony & cocktail hour convened Friday
evening at The Yarrow Hotel. 36 individual medals were won
out of 83 racers. The Club Race Results were:

Division I Division IT

Space City 1 Armadillo 1
Austin . 2 Twisters 2
Los Amigos 3 CLASC 3
Lone Star 4 .

Division 111
Capital 1
Club St. Barnard 2

Congratulations to Fastest Female-Jo
Mowdy of Capital and Fastest Male —
David Pennington of Lone Star.

We were excited to have the VISA
U.S. Freeskiing Grand Prix that high-
lighted the world's best ski athletes
in Park City's award winning Eagle Superplpe and King's
Crown slopestyle course, followed by the naming of the U.S.
Freeskiing Olympic team. Also, some TSC members
witnessed the Olympic qualifying at the 2014 FIS Freestyle
Ski World Cup at Deer Valley Resort. Folks came to the
farewell dinner chattering in amazement about the “fliers”.

{  Space City Ski Club Celebrating their Division’s Win |

What a treat to be present for these events and now watch the
same athletes compete in Sochi!

The Friday dinner dance was highlighted by a beautiful buffet
of entrées, salads and veggie dishes. The Yarrow certainly did
not short us on quality or quantity! People raved about the
food! Our DJ played a great mix of music and many folks
danced the evening away. We even saw Rollo out there on the
dance floor! The evening was iced by the many door prizes
offered by Park City Mountain Resort.

Of course, the evening is never complete without Hopper
leading us to “Friends in Low Places”. He had quite a
following on the dance floor! The entire team from Park City,
Canyons, and Deer
Valley worked hand
in hand with our
tour operator,
Sports America, to
make  us feel
welcome.

Sean Rayner (PCMR), Linda
Raymer TSC), Mike Hibbard/
Carolyn (Sports America) at;
Awards Dinner

iThree hot racer chicks - or
ilong-time, friendly racing
icompetitors - or both!
iShannon, Kimber, Kathleen

Five TSC board
members were also
there to lend a hand all
week. Many new

: : friendships were forged
throughout the TSC participants. Many thanks again to Mike
Hibbard and Sara Clemons of Sports America and Sean Rayner
of Park City Mountain Resort and the nine Trip Leaders from
Lone Star, Austin, Clear Lake, Space City, Twisters and St
Bernard. Your dedication shined!

See you soon on another TSC trip!!

World Cup
Women'’s Aerials
@ Deer Valley
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Garmisch-Partenkirchen Trip Report with Berlin and

Prague Extensions january 21 - February 4, 2014
By Ross Baker, TSC Winter Expedition Coordinator

Several of the intrepid travelers participated in a fascinating pre-
trip extension to Berlin, highlighted by a half-day trip to historic
Potsdam and the castle of San Souci. Everyone had the remainder
of their days planned around Berlin’s numerous sight-seeing
opportunities. This included
the Pergamon Museum, the
primary visitor attraction of
the several museums on
Berlin’s Museum Island
and home to more than
6000 years of -cultural
history. After puffing up
and the down the one-foot
stone steps of the ancient

alter, everyone headed to
nearby Berlin Cathedral and gave thanks they survived.

(2" Century Pergamon Altar moved from Turkey)

Many visited Brandenburg Gate, Checkpoint Charlie, views from
the Bundestag’s fabulous clear dome, and the expansive
shopping at the megastore KaDeWe. On Friday, after three full
days in Berlin, the extension group traveled by bus for the long
journey to Garmisch-Partenkirchen where they met up with the
main group. They had flown into Munich earlier that day and had
a Munich city tour, a walk at the Marienplatz and a beer at the
Hofbrauhas. We all met our tour guide Guenter Rieff and Birgit
Neuner, the sales director of GarmsichTourism who provided an
informative orientation of the ski areas, local sights, shopping
and town transportation.

Unfortunately, the snow conditions at the two ski resorts, the
Classic Area and Zugspitze area, were not typical. The Women’s
World Cup downhill races were scheduled for the weekend of
our arrival and the men’s for our departure weekend. But due to
unfavorable conditions, it had to be relocated to other European

resorts. However. that did not stop anyone from sampling and
enjoying the two areas. A brave

group traveled over 1 hour on a cog
train, going up the mountain,
partially through a dark tunnel. They
raced to a tram that had a vertical rise
to the 10,000 foot top of Zugspitze.
The views from the top were
fantastic. It was cold, it was windy,
but they all faced the automated

3
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John Brescian and Bob Davis head up to
ski the Garmisch Classic area. It didn't take:
them long to find the bar on the slopes.

=N

T Zugspitze

TOP OF GERMANY

Webcam and got the shot! Optional excursions for the main trip
included the Sunday day trip to the town of Mittenwald
(meaning: “in the middle of the forest”) and the Violin Museum.
This  tour included a
fascinating  discussion  of
violin construction techniques
by a student from Toronto.
The violin museum also _
features an amazing variety of
present day and historical
stringed instruments.

iSue Ann Wu listens to the
iviolin construction talk. ] o

Later on Sunday, we were treated to a welcome event in the town
square featuring hot gluehwein, snacks and music by five
Bavarians and their Alpenhorns, Many got a chance to blow into
the horn! At the event, John
Salinas must have thought
he was drinking hot
chocolate, so when he
added whipping cream to
the gluehwein, it coagulated
before his eyes!

Excursions included day
trips  to crazy King
Ludwig’s Neuschwanstein
castle, a fanciful design that
was copied for Disneyland. Another excursion was to Linderhof,
another Ludwig castle, Oberammergau, famous for its Passion
Play, Christian handicrafts and the beautiful Ettal Monastery with
its brewery and distillery. Many took the day tour to Innsbruck,
including a tour of the ski-jumping venue where we viewed
practice only weeks prior to the Sochi Olympics.

Senijit Sankar, Tor Lileng, Cindy Moore and Jose Araujo

o |

Mega-shopper Ann  Rogers, i
egged on by super mega-shopper gl
Gloria Lopez, hit the jackpot with | /&
the purchase of a mink coat for
€300 at a second-hand shop in
Garmisch, She couldn’t wait to
walk in the door back in Houston
and see the look on her husband’s

face. Rumors are she slept in it!
Lopez, left, and Leslie Cashio,

Ann sporting her rhink, center, with Gloria

Following a chock-filled week of activities in Garmisch, the post-
trop group boarded a train from Munich bound for Prague. The
next day we were provided an interesting guided tour of Prague,
first by coach and then a walking tour. Sights included the Prague
Castle with the changing of the guard, the Charles Bridge, the
Basilica of St. George. And of course, we were part of the hourly
crowds at the 15™ century Astronomical clock. Later, some took
the elevator (or the more exercise conscious walked up) for
fabulous views of the city. The views at sunset were particularly
stunning.

Most everyone participated in the day tour to Pilsen, featuring the
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brewery tour of Pilsner Urquell, the first Pilsner beer in the
world. Even though the brewing and lagering is no longer
commercially done in the 9 kilometers of underground
cellars, the beer tasting of unfiltered, oak-aged beer was held
there. The amazing fact is that from 1842 until the advent of
refrigeration, the caves were kept cold year-round by ice
which was mined and dropped into a huge underground room.
The ice melt provided chilled water which drained throughout
the caves to provide even chilling.

Some folks took a guided 3-hout Segway tour and were
amazed at how well those vehicles performed up and down

Those that participated in all of the trip
segments had a full 14 days of sightseeing
and adventure, but all participants flew back
to Texas with wonderful memories, no
matter how long their stay.

TSC Winter Shootout - Jackson Hole, WY Report

By Camille LaRoe, VP Winter Shootout

February 8-15, 2014

Jackson Hole lived up to its Facebook claims touting plenty of
snow as 164 Texas Ski Council participants composed of 8
Texas clubs descended on Jackson Hole for a week of skiing, fun
and camaraderiec. The Armadillos, Austin Skiers, Clear Lake
Area Ski Club, Club St. Bernard, Dallas Fort Worth Young at
Heart, Lone Star Skiers, Space City Ski Club and Texas Twisters
arrived in Jackson Hole on Saturday and Sunday and were met
by Sara Clemons of Sports America along with the help of Adam
and Erin Spicer with Sports America. All of the clubs stayed in
Teton Village condos, with the exception of DFWYH, who
stayed in town at the 49’er.

The typical credentials were dispersed to the Trip Coordinators
along with an added bonus of a trip t-shirt this year. The back of
the shirt featured a retro design of Jackson Hole’s prominent
clock tower with the names of all the clubs participating and the
front displayed our new Texas Ski Council. I would encourage
everyone to wear this shirt at home whether to the supermarket
or you next sporting event. If even one person inquires, “What is
Winter Shootout and who is the Texas Ski Council?”, we have
broadened our circle and reached one more potential member to
build our organizations.

While Jackson awaited us with open arms, the airlines and the
weather were not so kind to our participants causing the typical
flight delays and misplaced luggage. Apparently one plane
coming out of Houston had to add more fuel for possible
changes in routes and strong headwinds only to sacrifice some of
the luggage of its passengers. Upon arrival at the condos

Saturday night, an icy hill awaited the behemoth buses. One bus
ended up getting stuck and had to call for a tow. The second bus
couldn’t make it all the way up the hill and was beginning to
actually slide back down the hill. Those inside rightfully
decided to abandon the transportation and take their chances
toting luggage and groceries to the awaiting comforts of the
condos. Sunday arrived with some renting missing equipment
and others taking advantage of the town for a leisurely lunch and
a little shopping. Our Jackson Hole Resort hosts and Spencer
Long did soften the blow of the lost ski day by refunding a lift
ticket for those who lost that precious day of powder. Our
sincere thanks again to Jackson Hole and Spencer Long!

Sunday evening we shuttled into the town of Jackson to bring
the clubs together for the Welcome Party at Towne Tavern on
the Square in Jackson. It was a great opportunity for everyone
to come into Jackson on the front end of the trip and check out
the surroundings and get a glimpse of some local sites like the

Million Dollar Cowboy Felis ' i
Bar and the infamous £
Elk Horn arches around &
the square.

We were treated to an &
abundant assortment of &
appetizers and a couple [#
complimentary  drinks
while everyone got to
visit and plan their

‘Tom and Ann Thomas
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conquests for the ski week ahead (now that all had equipment
and clothes!). Spencer Long welcomed the group to Jackson

Hole and encouraged everyone to
take advantage of Mountain Tours
and the not to miss the Flk Refuge
and Yellowstone Tours on a free
day. Racers signed up with
Spencer and his team for the
scheduled TSC Racing later in the
week. The band provided some
evening entertainment and a few

) - = took to the dance floor, while others
continued to visit or drift out to enjoy the lures of Jackson.

Monday was our not to be missed day with some sun to kick off
the week for many and beautiful powder awaiting all.

d ¢

Tuesday, almost a 100 brave of heart boarded buses for a day
of skiing at Grand Targhee. While I was not one of those brave
souls I heard enough tales upon their return to imagine their
day. I heard stories of white out conditions and numerous
vertigo experiences. A group of men who were guided back
down the mountain by a local group of women experienced on
the Grand Targhee slopes! However as treacherous as they
made the conditions sound I didn’t hear anyone say they wish
they had not gone on the excursion! Guess Texans are a little
stubborn and ready for any challenge! The snow continued to
come down through the night.

Wednesday many of us hit the slopes in Jackson Hole with
conditions a little less perfect than Monday. The sun was not
as prevalent and winds a little stronger but I don’t think this
stopped anyone from enjoying the mountain. Groups took a
mid-week adventure to Yellowstone and clubs took advantage
of an evening off to gather for Pizza Parties and an Olympic
viewing party at the Mangy Moose or a club dinner at some
local favorites like Snake River Grill or the Gun Barrel
Restaurant in Jackson. The snow continued to come down
through the night.

We awoke Thursday morning anxiously awaiting to hear
whether Spencer and the Jackson Hole Race department
thought we would have conditions safe enough to race that
morning! I thought for sure I would get the call by 8:30 that
we were good to go based on the view out my window but alas
Spencer called and they had deemed that safety would be a
concern. We reluctantly cancelled the event for the day,

rescheduled for Friday morning with fingers crossed and went
off to hit the slopes regardless!

We capped off our day on the slopes with a Final Dinner at
Couloir Restaurant at the top of the Gondola. We shuttled up
the mountain that evening on the Bridger Gondola which was a
nice way to take in the beauty of the Teton’s while not watching
the tips of your skis. The
lounge of Couloir offered a
beautiful plate glass view of
the Teton’s as well and a treat
to watch some of the snow cats
beginning to groom the
mountain from top to bottom.
The club banners were hung
from the banister with care and
Tom Thomas of Space City
graciously offered to take photos of clubs before and after
dinner was served. We settled in to enjoy a great dinner buffet
as well as an ample dessert selection which we think contained
Huckleberry Cobbler! We had a great DJ for the party who got
in the groove of what type of music attracted the crowds to the
dance floor and we begin to dance the night away before our trip
back down the snow covered Tetons.

—_—

Friday is always bitter sweet because it means the last day of
skiing for many, but the good news was we were back on for
TSC Racing! Fifty three racers hit the course for bragging
rights, but unfortunately we lost Club St. Bernard for racing as
they already had their trip to Yellowstone scheduled for Friday.
The Jackson Hole Race crew was great at keeping our racing
organized with the help of TSC officers Ross Baker and Gary
Roth. That afternoon armed with the race results Ross, Gary
and I huddled to sift through the race data so we might
announce the victors.

Sports America provided us with another perk that was a great
wrap up for our week and venue to announce our racing awards.

They provided a Kenwood/Korbel wine and cheese party Friday
afternoon with the assistance of Spencer and Jackson Hole
Mountain Resorts who graciously provided their events tent for
the event. It was the perfect spot - nestled in the snow covered
village with picnic tables, heaters and carpet. It was complete
with a JH medals podium that made the presentations seem like
a real Olympic Medals Ceremony. The victors were as follows:

DIVISON I DIVISION
11
1* Place Space City Armadillo
2" Place Austin Skiers Clear Lake
3" Place Lone Star Texas
Twisters
DIVISION
111

1* Place DFWYH

ECamiIIe LaRoe Lopez presents
;SCSC’S Race Director, George Lopez,
ithe Division.|. 1 plage certificate.
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Fastest Female Honors went to Brenda Herman of Armadillo and Winter Shootout 2014 was a great week in Jackson Hole thanks

Fastest Male was Greg Bryant of Austin Skiers. Other Individual to our hosts Sports Arperican and Jackson Hole Resort.
placements were as follows: Spencer Long was on the job at every event and gets my thanks

for a memorable week! My thanks to the great work done

Female Results leading up to this week and during the week from the Trip

Age Brackets 35 to 49 50 to 59 60 to 69 Leaders and Coordinators. Their patience with changes during
1% Place Stasie Gayle Brown Brenda the week and trip adjustments did not go unnoticed. Thanks to
_ Kostova . Herman the club’s race directors for their patience with our new racing
2" Place Jacgfy]:;yly' Sﬁ)z;;:ie procedures and the inevitable computer and printer issues.
I Place Karon Ives Many thanks to our TSC Officers Ross and Gary for their
assistance during the week. My deepest thanks go to all the 164
Male Results participants that made this trip happen and have created
Age 20 and 35t049 | 50059 | 60069 | 70and memories we will always have! Thanks to all for a great trip!
Brackets under up
1" Place | Austin James Greg Ross Gene
Lovelace | Montreuil | Bryant Baker Gilliam
2" Place Andrew Glenn Dale Michael
O’Neel Strother Allman London
3 Place Rollo Bud Phil
Gurss Fennell Maersch

TSC Summer Expedition - South Africa

Summer 2014 By Ross Baker, Expedition Coordinator

Talk has turned to the bids for next year’s Summer Expedition. I In addition to South Africa, there is an extension to Victoria

have heard people saying “What’s next? But we still have South Falls. That part of the trip has more limited availability.

Africa to experience. It has been in the planning stages for almost

a year now. Because we plan these so far out, the final report on If you are interested, check with me for availability on one

the actual trip will be in the Fall newsletter — two issues out! of the three weeks. This is definitely a bucket list trip. Past
newsletters has shown photos of lions, giraffes, elephants

There are groups going each of the three scheduled weeks of the and even penguins. There are so many wonderful animals
main trip: and beautiful sights that you will see. Here are just a few
1. July 26 — August 26 more.
2. September 12-23
3.  September 19-30
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Important TSC Dates

DATE

ACTIVITY/EVENT

January 4-11, 2014

TSC TRADITIONAL — Park City, UT

January 15, 2014

TSC 2013 Officer Applications due to Nominating Chair

January 15, 2014

Ski Area Bids for 2013-2014 ski season due

January 24-31, 2014

TSC WINTER EXPEDITION — Garmisch, Germany

February 8-15, 2014

TSC WINTER SHOOTOUT - Jackson Hole, WY

February 22, 2014

Board of Directors/Pre-Select Committee Mtgs — Dallas

March 8-15, and 15-
22, 2014

TSC FINAL SHOWDOWN—Keystone, CO

March 25, 2014

Bid Mtg Room Reservation/Registration Deadline

April 1, 2014

Participation Fees due to TSC Treasurer for
SUMMER EXPEDITION

April 4-6, 2014

Quarterly Delegates Meeting — San Antonio
Ski Area Bid Selection, Officer Election & Installation

April 6, 2014

Annual Marketing Survey due to VP Marketing

May 3-4, 2014

Officer Training/Planning Meeting & BOD Mtg - TBD

June 7, 2014

Quarterly Delegates Meeting - Dallas

July 26/27 -Aug 6
Sep 12/13 - Sep 23
Sept 19/20 - Sep 30

TSC SUMMER EXPEDITION - South Africa
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